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Of Bondage and Bondmen.

After that we have spoken of all the sorts of freemen, accord-
ing to the diversity of their estates and persons, it resteth to
say somewhat of bondmen . . . The Romans had two kinds of
bondmen, the one which were called servi ... all those kind of
bondmen he called in our law villains in gross . , . Another
they had . .. which they called adscriptitii glebae . . . and in our
law are called villains regardant ... Of the first I never knew
any in the realm in my time j of the second, so few there be,
that it is not almost worth the speaking, but our law doth
acknowledge them in both those sorts.

The Commonwealth of England, ed. 1589, Bk. III. chap. 10.

(2) Parliament and the Sovereign.
Of the Parliament and the authority thereof.

The most high and absolute power of the realm of England

consisteth in the Parliament . . , The Parliament abrogateth old

laws, maketh new, giveth order for things past and for things

hereafter to be  followed,  changeth rights and possessions of

private men, legitimateth bastards, establisheth forms of religion,

altereth weights and measures, giveth forms of succession to the

crown, defineth of doubtful rights whereof is no law already

made, appointeth subsidies, tailles, taxes and impositions, giveth

most free pardons and absolutions, restoreth in blood and name,

as the highest court, condemneth or absolveth them whom the

prince will put to that trial.    And to be short, all that ever the

people of Rome might do, either in centuriatis comitiis or tributis}

the same may be done by the Parliament of England, which

representeth and hath the power of the whole realm, both the

head and the body.    For every Englishman is intended to be

there present, either in person or by procuration and attorney,

. . . from the prince (be he king or queen) to the lowest person

of England.    And the consent of the parliament is taken to be

every man's consent . . .

The Speaker ... is commonly appointed by the king or queen,
though accepted by the assent of the House.

.. * No bill is an Act of Parliament . . . until both the houses